THE PLATTSMOUTH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Be Safe out there--A Sad Reminder
(ARRL 06/19/2019) A 62-year-old Union Dale, Pennsyl-
vania, radio amateur — Leland L. “Lee” Parsons lll,
N3LPJ — was killed on June 14 during a tower installa-
tion project when atower section he was working on col-
lapsed off State Route 2069 in Gibson Township. Au-
thorities said Parsons was apparently attempting to attach
aguy wire to the bottom tower section when it went over.
Parsons was an ARRL member and the president of the
Susguehanna County Amateur Radio Club.

The online Wireless Estimator called the incident “a
stark reminder of the dangers present this weekend during
Field Day.” The article cited a 2009 Field Day tower col-
lapse that claimed the life of 57-year-old Larry Prelog,
KE4PM — an experienced climber — while he was in-
stalling an antenna. In that incident, two legs at the base
of the tower buckled.

The Wireless Estimator article also recalled the death
of the Reverend Paul Bittner, WOAIH, 84, a well-known
radio amateur, contester, and Field Day participant, who
lost hislife last October when he fell from one of the tow-
ersat his extensive antennafarm in Wisconsin.

Parsons was among the founding members of the Sus-
guehanna County Amateur Radio Club. He also belonged
to the Wayne County Amateur Radio Club.
http://www.arrl.org/news/pennsylvania-radi o-amateur -
dies-in-tower-install ation-mishap
http://wirel essesti mator.com/articles/2019/fridays-ham-
radio-climbers-death-is-a-stark-reminder-of -dangers-
present-this-weekend-during-field-day/

Historic 2-Meter Transatlantic
Contact Reported

(ARRL 06/18/2019) D41CV on Cape Verde Islands and
FG80J in Guadeloupe spanned the Atlantic Ocean on 2
meters for the first time on June 16, according to reports.
The distance was 3,867 kilometers (2,397.5 miles). The
historic contact was made on 144.174 MHz using FT8
mode.

“The mode of propagation was most likely marine
ducting, with the signal traveling in alayer near the ocean
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surface,” said John Desmond, EI7GL, who was among
those posting information on the contact. Mark De
Munck, EA8FF, was at the helm of D41CV, the Monte-
verde Contest Team club station, off the coast of Africa
He used the beacon antenna at the station, as the so-called
“Pinocchio Yagi” was down for repair. Bert Demarcq,
FG80J, was on the other end of the contact.

D41CV later worked FGAST, who is dightly farther
away at 3,911 kilometers (2,525 miles) distant, with the
station in Guadel oupe running just 50 W into a basic ver-
tical.

“Now that this historic contact has been made, more
144 MHz contacts across this part of the Atlantic are sure
to follow,” Desmond said.

The initial contact does not qualify for the Brendan
Trophies and Brendan Shields awards, because they re-
quire a valid contact to be made between Europe and the
Americas on 2 meters. The distance covered, however,
was greater than the distance between Ireland and New-
foundland.

“We continue to write a part of the history and to
push barriers further away,” a post on the DAC VHF &
Up Facebook page said.

Propagation prediction maps show a path right across
the Atlantic and suggest that more contacts may be possi-

(Continued on Page 3)
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*Charter Members #New Ham
Note: Thanks to al who have paid their dues and many who
have given additional donations. All donations are greatly
appreciated. Please let me know of any corrections.
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The May 25, 2019 meeting was
held at Mom’'s Café. The meeting
was called to order a 810 am by
President Roger Behrns

Those in attendance were Roger
(KBOOGO), Kevin (KIOPY), Ray
(N5SEZ), Keith (KAOLJY), Gary
(WDOCFC), Steve (AGOL), Derek
(WODBW), and Fred (KBOLF).

The Minutes of the April meet-
ing were approved on a motion by
Kevin and second by Keith.

The treasurer reported dues and
donations of $20 and no expenses
which leaves $305 in the repeater
fund and $745.35 in the general fund
for abaance of $1050.35. The report
was approved on a motion by Gary
and second by Steve.

Field Day isin Murray again on
June 22 & 23. Fina planning is be-
ing done. Access to the tower hasto
be obtained. This year food is “on
your own.”

Steve reported that the Central
Nebraska steak fry has moved from
Victoria Springs to Bader Park near
Chapman on July 27-28. Info is on
cnarc.club.

Fred reported that the ARRL
VHF contest will be the weekend of
June 8-9. Info and rules are on the
ARRL website under Contest Calen-
dar.

The meeting adjourned on a mo-
tion by Gary and second by Keith at
8:27.

I Meeting Calendar I
Field Day is June 22-23
Meeting will be at noon

on Sat. June 22 atf the site.
8am, Sat July 27, 2019
I 8am, Sat August 31, 2019

at Mom's Café
L- I N e -‘
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Radio Amateur to Lose License as

Part of Enforcement Case Settlement
(ARRL 06/18/2019) A New Jersey radio amateur, David
S. Larsen Sr., WS2L, of Highland Park, will surrender his
Amateur Extra-class license and pay a $7,500 civil pen-
aty as part of a Consent Decree with the FCC to settle an
enforcement action. An FCC Enforcement Bureau Order
released June 18 said Larsen violated the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 and Part 90 rules by operating on fre-
quencies licensed to the Borough of Highland Park for
public safety communication.

As part of the settlement, Larsen agrees that he will
admit making the unauthorized transmissions, not engage
in unauthorized use of a radio station, and surrender ra-
dios in his possession capable of transmitting on the
town'’s public safety frequencies. If the Commission finds
that Larsen has made unauthorized radio transmissions or
otherwise violates the terms of the Consent Decree, he'll
be subject to an additional $32,500 civil penaty. The
agreement tipulates that Larsen may not apply for a new
Amateur Radio license for 3 years.

The case stems from a May 2018 complaint of unau-
thorized transmissions on the Highland Park municipal
radio system. FCC agents followed up with severa visits
to the town.

“Based on information provided by the complainant
and direct observations by the Bureau’' s agents, the unau-
thorized transmissions consisted of brief, pre-recorded
sounds (such as the sad trombone sound),” the FCC said
in the Consent Decree. The FCC said individuas the
agents interviewed identified Larsen — a former rescue
squad volunteer — as the person who was likely responsi-
ble.

Responding to an FCC Letter of Inquiry, Larsen sub-
sequently contacted the Enforcement Bureau and related
that the unauthorized transmissions had ceased. Last fall,
Larsen, responded to the inquiry through counsel to deny
making the unauthorized transmissions. A short time after
that, the unauthorized transmissions resumed, and the
FCC resumed its investigation, attempting to trace the
source of the transmissions. Last March, agents used di-
rection-finding equipment at a fixed location near the
complainant’s residence, while other agents conducted
mobile direction finding of Larsen’s vehiclein transit.

“The four agents observed Mr. Larsen pull over to the
side of the road on the way to his home,” the Consent De-
cree recounts. “The four Bureau agents observed (a) that
during the brief stop, Mr. Larsen remained in his vehicle,

(b) while stopped, a brief transmission consisting of the
sad trombone sound emanated from the direction of Mr.
Larsen’'s vehicle on a frequency licensed for use by the
Highland Park Radio System, and (c) following the trans-
mission of the sad trombone sound, Mr. Larsen resumed
his drive to his residence.”

The FCC said agents returned in April to observe Lar-
sen repeat the earlier behavior, including a similar trans-
mission emanating from Mr. Larsen’s vehicle, according
to the Decree.
http://www.arrl.org/news/radi o-amateur-to-l ose-license-
as-part-of -enf orcement-case-settl ement
https:.//docs.fcc.gov/public/attachmentsDA-19-541A 1. pdf

ARRL Offers“What isAmateur
Radio?” Video and Power Point

Presentation
(ARRL 06/17/2019) ARRL has produced and is making
available the downloadable video, “What is Amateur Ra-
dio?’ to use at club meetings and at public events, includ-
ing ARRL Field Day, June 22 — 23. A PowerPoint version
is aso available for members to download.

Recognizing the tremendous need and desire for such
a product among ARRL members, ARRL’s Lifelong
Learning Department initiated the project. ARRL Com-
munications Content Producer Michelle Patnode,
W3MVP, produced the video, which runs just under 3
minutes long.

The QST Editorial Department, with input from the
Lifelong Learning and Communications departments, de-
veloped the script, and QST Assistant Editor Jen Glifort,
KC1KNL, callected and collated images. QST Managing
Editor Becky Schoenfeld, W1BXY , narrated the video.
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-offers-what-is-amateur-
radio-video-and-powerpoint-presentation
http://www.arrl.org/what-is-ham-radio

Need a reference book?
Check thiswebsite

If you've never been to the internet archive
website, you are certainly missing a huge reposi-
tory of knowledge. Created in 1996 to archive
web pages, it has evolved and they now store
some 20 million books and millions more recordings, pictures,
videos and even computer programs. Most are older and out of
copyright, but some recent material is there as well. The book
pictured here is from 1969 and is one of many in acollection on
ham radio. Enter most any topic into the search box and you
will be amazed. Most can be downloaded freely as pdf, e-book
or other formats. Go check it out.
https://archive.org/
https://archive.org/details/folkscanomy hamradio
https://archive.org/details/73DipoleAndL ong-wireAntennas




