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Reverse Beacon Network
Beta Testing Separate Spot

Stream for FT8
(A RRL 06/12/2018 ) A s abetatest,the popu larReverse B ea-
con N etwork (RB N ) has annou nced thatit’s now offering a
separate telnetfeed forFT8 spots (telnet.reversebeacon.netport
7 0 0 1 ), in ad d ition to the cu rrent spot fee d
(telnet.reversebeacon.netport7 000),which willbe repu rposed
to hand le only C W and RTTY spots.In ad d ition,abetaversion
of A ggregator V ersion 5 thatcan hand le FT8 spots received
from W SJT-X willbe available on the RB N website,with in-
stru ctions on how RB N nod e operators can configu re their
nod es to spotFT8 callsigns on one ormore band s;this willnot
interfere withthe ability to spotC W and RTTY callsigns,the
RB N team assu red in its annou ncement,explaining its reason-
ing for the move.The beta testfollows a limited alpha test
aimed atgettingafeelforthe spotload and otherimplications
of carryingFT8 spots on the RB N .

“The moststrikingcharacteristic of FT8 spots is theirsheer
qu antity,”the RB N annou ncementsaid ,citing weekd ay statis-
tics from M ay 23 and 24 when FT8 spots represented 8 6% and
8 7 % of allspots,respectively,while C W spots were 13% and
14%,respectively,and RTTY spots were below 1%.Throu gh-
pu ton bothd ays totaled some 30,000 spots.

“W hetherd u e to the startling popu larity of the new mod e,
orto the ability to spotstations at22 d B below the noise level,
itseems obviou s thatad d ing FT8 spots to ou rspotflow cou ld
have ahu ge impacton the infrastru ctu re of the RB N ,”the RB N
annou ncementsaid .“These nu mbers su ggestthatif only 20 –
30 RB N nod es ad d ed FT8 spots,those spots cou ld ou tnu mber
the totalC W and RTTY spots beingd elivered by the 140 –150
nod es cu rrently active on the network,d ou bling the totalre-
qu ired throu ghpu t.”

The RB N team said itwanted to find ou twhether RB N
servers wou ld be u pto the task before the fallcontestseason.
“O perators of ‘retail’D X clu sters are encou raged to offer the
option of RB N spots withand withou tFT8 spots,as they now
often give u sers achoice between spotstreams with and with-
ou tSkimmerspots,and to ad vertise when they begin to carry
FT8 spots,”the annou ncementsaid .

A beta version of A ggregator V ersion 5 thatcan hand le

2018 Field Day June 23-24
Field D ay is this weekend . P lease join u s atY ou ng

M emorialP arkin M u rray,N E.It’s easy to find ,we are in
the park shelter right at the base of the water tower.
C ome for an hou r or two or stay the whole time. N ot
u sed to operating? That’s O K,it’s agood time to practice
and learn anew skill.Y ou can workwithan experienced
and licensed operator even if you d on’thave H F privi-
leges.Itju stmightbe the incentive to u pgrad e.

O perating isn’trequ ired ,it’s also agood time to see
what’s goingon and to visitwithsome friend s.

L astyearwe contacted all50 states,8 provinces and
the V irgin Island s,missing only Saskatchewan,N ew-
fou nd land /L abrad orand P u erto Rico foraclean sweep.

W e mad e 509 C W contacts and 509 phone contacts
foratotalof 1527 points.W iththe low powerbonu s that
mad e 3054 points forcontacts and another1150 points for
the bonu s items of Emergency P ower,pu blicity,location
pu blic information Site V isits,Safety O fficerand su bmit-
talon the web we had agrand totalof 4204 points.

W e plan to startsetu parou nd 9am Satu rd ay withthe
meeting arou nd N oon and operating starting at1pm and
continu ingfor24 hou rs.Y ou mightwantto bringalawn
chairand acoolerwithwaterand you rfavorite sod a.
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A GØ L ........................Steve L oyd [E ]

A IØ N .................C hu ckEngberg* [E ]

K3C RF......................D ave Smith[E]

K5L B S .......................Jerry Gau lt[E ]

KA 0IJY ....................KeithKeene [E ]

KB Ø FSI...............P atM cC ollu m [T]

KB Ø L F..................Fred Ericksen [E ]

KB Ø O GO ............RogerB ehrns* [E]

KB Ø ZZT.............George B ellairs [T]

KC Ø D TK................Joan B ellairs [T]

KC Ø H Y D ...........John Titsworth[G]

KC Ø H Y E .........Shirley Titsworth[T]

KEØ X Q ................B illM cC ollu m [E ]

KGØ KR ...............B ethEngberg* [E]

KIØ P Y ......................Kevin Faris [E]

N 5SEZ....................Ray M cN ally [E]

N Ø L ZH ..............John H arrington [T]

W Ø D B W ........D erekW interstien [G]

W Ø ZY .............D ave M cL au ghlin [E]

W Ø ZY D ......D ebbie M cL au ghlin [G]

W 3D C Q ...................B illP u lsifer[G]
*C harterM embers #N ew H am

N ote:Thanks to allwho have paid theird u es and many who

have given ad d itionald onations.A lld onations are greatly

appreciated .P lease letme know ofany corrections.
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President
KBØOGO.............Roger Behrns

rb55930@windstream.net

Vice President
KCØHYD .......... John Titsworth

Secretary
WØDBW.......Derek Winterstien

Treasurer
KIØPY ..................... Kevin Faris
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KBØOGO.............Roger Behrns

rb55930@windstream.net
513 Vine St.

Louisville, NE 68037
(402) 234-6775

PLATTSMOUTH AMATEUR

RADIO CLUB

KB Ø SM XKB Ø SM X

Meetings are 8am the last Satur-
day of most months at Mom’s

Café in Plattsmouth.

Tuesday night get-togethers at
Plattsmouth

Burger King at 7 PM

MINUTES of
the

MEETING

2018

PAID MEMBERSHIP

Repeaters:

443.45+ is located in d owntown O maha
443.225+ is located in M u rray.

147 .48 Simplex is also in M u rray.

PLATTSMOUTH ARC MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION FORM

Name Call Sign Class

Address City State Zip

E-Mail Phone #

Spouse Name Call Sign Class

Membership Type

 Primary($15)

 Spouse ($5)

 Student ($5)

 New Ham

 Additional donations are gratefully
accepted.
 New Hams are free during the year they
receive their first license.
 Please give this form and dues to the
club treasurer or any club officer.

Donation for:

 Repeater fund

 Insurance

 Other _________

 General

Amount:

 I prefer my
donation to be
anonymous.

Any additional e-mail
or cell phone #s?

C ontents copyright© P A RC 20 1 8
Some contents may be copyrighted by the refer-
enced sou rce or au thor. Unsigned articles may
be u sed for noncommercialu se with notification
and attribu tion.

The M ay 26,2018 meeting was
held atM om’s C afé in P lattsmou th.
The meeting was called to ord er at
8 :20 am by P resid entRogerB ehrns.

Those in attend ance were Roger
(KB 0O GO ),Kevin (KI0P Y ),D erek
(W 0D B W ), Steve (A G0L ), D ave
(W 0ZY ), D ebbie (W 0ZY D ), John
(KC 0 H Y D ), Shirley (KC 0 H Y E),
B eth (KG0KR), Gary (KB 0KY T),
Keith (KA 0IJY ),John (W R5I) and
Jim (KG0RD ).

The M inu tes of the A prilmeet-
ingwere notavailable.

The treasu rer reported receiving
d u es of $15 and no expenses which
leaves $28 5 in the repeaterfu nd and
$7 35.35 in the generalfu nd for a
balance of $1020.35. Steve moved
and Keith second ed amotion to ac-
ceptthe treasu rer’s report.P assed .

Itwas noted thatatthe lastmeet-
ingGary was appointed as Field D ay
C hairman and Roger was appointed
as Safety O fficer.

The V illage B oard of M u rray
approved ou r u se of the park for
Field D ay. There was some ad d i-
tional planning and d iscu ssion on
Field D ay.

The meetingad jou rned on amo-
tion by Shirley and second by D erek
at8 :30.

Web Site

www.kb0 smx.com
M aintained byD erek(W 0D B W )

Field Day 2018
is June 23-24

http://www.arrl.org/field -d ay

Meeting Calendar
Field Day June 23-24

Meeting at Noon, 6/23

at the Murray site.

8am, July 28, 2018

at Mom’s Café
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RB N (C ontinu ed from P age 1 )

MARS Urging Members to
Use Computers that are Iso-

lated from the Internet
(A RRL 05/29/2018 ) US A rmy M ilitary A u xiliary Rad io Sys-
tem (M A RS)H ead qu arters is recommend ingthatM A RS mem-
bers “migrate to stand -alone compu ter systems for [M A RS]
rad io operations,”su bjectto the availability of ad ed icated com-
pu ter.

These compu tersystems (ortheirassociated localareanet-
works)shou ld be ‘air-gapped ’from the internet,”A rmy M A RS
H ead qu arters O perations O fficer D avid M cGinnis,K7 UX O ,
said in amessage to members.“A lthou ghnotarequ irementfor
membershipatthis time,we willcontinu e make this acond ition
of certain parts of ou rexercises.”

M cGinnis pointed to remarks by C isco researchers in a
recentA rs Technicaarticle abou tV P N Filtermalware:“H ackers
possibly working for an ad vanced nation have infected more
than 500,000 home and small-office rou ters arou nd the world
with malware that can be u sed to collect commu nications,
lau nch attacks on others,and permanently d estroy the d evices
withasingle command .”

M cGinnis told A rmy M A RS members thatM A RS H ead -
qu arters d oes notd iscu ss specific cyber threats with M A RS
members orwith the pu blic.“W e also cannotconfirm ord eny
information abou tspecific threats,”he said ,ad d ingthathe had
“no specific knowled ge”abou t V P N Filter malware and no
commenton the C isco report.

Forcommu nication exercises this year,M A RS established
cond itions foracertain portion of the d rillthatrequ ires u se of
stand alone compu ter systems “normally notconnected to the
internet.”

M A RS member and software consu ltantSteve H ajd u cek,
N 2C KH ,has recommend thatmembers u sing the M IL -STD
(military stand ard )D ataM od em Terminal(M S-D M T)commu -
nications software employ stand -alone compu ters in conju nc-
tion with the software as abestpractice for achieving a high
levelof performance.M cGinnis said d iscu ssion of stand -alone
compu tersystems on H ad ju ceks’s su pportforu ms and theiru se
in commu nications exercises let A rmy M A RS H ead qu arters
weighin on the d iscu ssion.H e pointed ou tthatthe M A RS mis-
sion assu mes thatan internetconnection is notavailable.H e
said u sed orrefu rbished P C s are wid ely available atlow cost
and cou ld be d ed icated to serve astand -alone fu nction.

“The most effective way to protect against threats that
come from the internet is to isolate from the internet,”
M cGinnis ad d ed .

“D espite a stand -alone environment,we assu me thatall
compu ter systems in private citizens’hand s are infected with
hostile software cod e of some sortand are notsecu red ,”he said .
“N o amou ntof viru s and malware scanning software changes
thatassu mption.W e can,however,isolate compu ters by d is-
connecting them from the internationalnetwork in which hos-
tile software willreportand receive instru ction.”

M cGinnis said fu tu re versions of M A RS software will
check foran internetconnection and willd isable the software.
“W e u nd erstand this lock-ou td oes notprovid e secu rity in and
of itself;rather,its valu e is in changing the behaviorof mem-

FT8 spots received from W SJT-X willbe available on the RB N
website,along with instru ctions on how RB N nod e operators
can configu re theirnod es to spotFT8 signals on one ormore
band s.

“W e willclosely monitorhow the RB N servers hand le this
new load ,as more and more nod es begin send ing FT8 spots,”
the annou ncementsaid ,ad d ingthatthe RB N reserves the right
to take any necessary steps to protectthe core mission of the
RB N ,inclu d ingshu ttingoff the FT8 stream on majorC W and
RTTY contestweekend s or d iscontinu ing FT8 spotting alto-
gether.E ven then,P SKReporter wou ld continu e to carry FT8
spots,the annou ncementpointed ou t.

“W e hope we’re notd oing this in a vacu u m,”the RB N
team said ,notingthatit’s been collectingthe views of contest-
ers and D X ers,“and we think thatwe’re head ed in the right
d irection.”

The RB N team consists of KM 3T,N 4ZR,P Y 1N B ,SV 3SJ,
and W 3O A .
http://www.arrl.org/news/reverse-beacon-network-beta-testing-
separate-spot-stream-for-ft8
http://www.reversebeacon.net/

Hamvention Forum Videos
Now Searchable on YouTube
(A RRL 05/31/2018 ) V id eos of some H amvention 2018 foru ms
are available in the Y ou Tu be D ayton H amvention 2018 vid eos
playlist.A mongthose available are the TA P R Foru m,the SD R
Foru m,and the H amSC I Foru m.(Thanks to George B yrkit,
K9TRV )
http://www.arrl.org/news/hamvention-foru m-vid eos-now-
searchable-on-you tu be
TA P R Foru m:https://you tu .be/ejfd hEhED vU
SD R Foru m:https://you tu .be/wIRcpTjcP cI
H amSC IForu m:https://you tu .be/S6Y H nmxlln0

bers,”he explained .
H e encou raged M A RS to monitor for internet secu rity

threats and d etermine how to secu re their internet-connected
and stand -alone d evices.

M A RS P rogram M anager P au lEnglish,W D 8 D B Y ,told
A RRL thatthe M A RS goalis to isolate M A RS members’com-
pu ters from the internetas mu ch as possible.“H aving stand -
alone compu ters ru nning as few other resou rces than M A RS-
related software improves the overallM IL -STD system soft-
ware performance and fu rther isolates compu ters from infec-
tions,malware,and hacking,”he said .Englishad d ed thatisolat-
ingthe compu ters thatmembers u se forM A RS-related activity
is “agoal,bu thas notbeen d irected .”

http://www.arrl.org/news/mars-u rging-members-to-u se-
compu ters-that-are-isolated -from-the-internet

http://u samars.u s/

https://arstechnica.com/information-technology/2018 /05/
hackers-infect-500000-consu mer-rou ters-all-over-the-world -
with-malware/?amp=1


